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Dear Friends,

Since the creation of the new Midwest Province, it has been a great joy to travel throughout 
the 12-state region to meet with Jesuits and visit our ministries. Along the way, I have been 
honored to meet many existing and new friends and benefators. I am filled with gratitude for 
the good work we do together, and I have deep hope for our future. The Jesuit mission is alive 
and well in the Midwest. 

Following the ordination of 13 new Jesuit priests this past summer, 15 young men professed 
their first vows, and we welcomed 7 novices into the Society (see pages 4-5). I am confident 
that these Jesuits will continue to live out the example set by St. Ignatius in their new roles 
and studies. Please join me in praying for these Jesuits as they strive to set the world on fire!

In this issue of Jesuits magazine, you also will learn more about our With Others. For Others. 
Campaign for Senior Jesuit Healthcare. As we face a record number of senior Jesuits in 
need of healthcare, this $25 million capital campaign is essential to meet our healthcare needs 
today and for the future. Your vital support is a way to give thanks to the Jesuits who have 
positively impacted you and so many others through their lives of service. I thank you for 
your consideration and prayers.   

Also in this issue we celebrate some of the ways the Jesuits and our lay colleagues are serving 
at the frontiers through theatre, prison ministry, Native American ministry, and much more. 

During this season of Thanksgiving and New Life, please be assured of our gratitude and 
prayers. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Brian G. Paulson, SJ 
Provincial, USA Midwest Province

Jesuit Frs. Brian Paulson, provincial of the USA Midwest Province (left), and 
Doug Leonhardt, superior of the St. Camillus senior Jesuit healthcare community 

(right), at the construction site of the St. Camillus community expansion.
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Manresa Jesuit Retreat House 
Installs 15th Station of the Cross

Jesuits Magazine Wins Catholic 
Press Association Awards

Jesuits magazine, a publication of the USA 
Midwest Province of the Society of Jesus, 
won several Catholic Press Association 
(CPA) Awards, including first place for 
Magazine/Newsletter of the Year: Religious 
Order Magazine and first place for “Social 
Entrepreneurship: Not Just Business as Usual” 
in the Best Feature Article: Religious Order 
Magazine category. The awards celebrate 
Catholic journalism published in 2016.

“Exceptionally informative and 
interesting,” wrote the CPA Awards committee 
about Jesuits. “This magazine uses a variety 
of methods to tell its stories, and those stories 
are sharply honed to pass on good writing.”

The award for Magazine/Newsletter of the 
Year follows the Midwest Jesuits’ redesign 
of their magazine to prepare for the Chicago-
Detroit and Wisconsin Provinces joining to 
become the USA Midwest Province. The 
magazine took second place for Best Redesign.

Other awards included honorable mentions 
for “Band of Brothers,” an article about 
Fr. Vincent Strand, SJ, and his two brothers 
sharing a vocation to the priesthood, in the 
Best Reporting on Vocations to Priesthood, 
Religious Life, or Diaconate category and “The 
Audacity to Seek the Impossible,” an article 
about Jesuit Fr. Arturo Sosa’s election as 31st 
Superior General of the Society of Jesus, in 
the Best Layout of Article or Column: Religious 
Order Magazine category.

A new distinctive prayer space graces the 
grounds of Manresa Jesuit Retreat House in 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, with three life-size 
bronze statues of Jesus and two disciples on 
the road to Emmaus. Behind Jesus’ shoulder 
is a replica of his empty tomb, complementing 
the theme of the Risen Christ. Completed 
May 25 and dedicated in the fall, the new 
station joins Manresa’s 14 other outdoor 
stations, which were restored in 2012.

The idea to add a 15th station originated 
with members of Manresa’s leadership team 
and board member Isaac Hanna. Thanks to 
the commitment of two generous donors, 
plans were quickly underway, with landscape 
architect/builder Jeff White commissioned to 
design and install the tomb and Emmaus sites 
and sculptor Reni Stephan commissioned to 
fashion the three figures. Father Fran Daly, SJ, 
executive director of Manresa, dedicated the 
empty tomb on June 3, 2016.

“We are so pleased to offer retreatants 
and visitors this place to quietly meditate on 
Christ’s resurrection,” said Fr. Daly. “And we 
are especially grateful to those donors who 
made this added station a reality.”

Visit www.manresa-sj.org or 
www.jesuitsmidwest.org/Retreat-Ministries 
to learn more about Manresa and other 
Midwest Jesuit retreat centers.

15 Novices Proclaim First Vows

15 Jesuit novices of the USA Midwest 
Province proclaimed first vows — their first 
public profession of commitment to the 
Society of Jesus — at Saint Thomas More 
Catholic Church in St. Paul, Minnesota, on 
August 12.

A novice spends two years at the novitiate 
for the first stage of Jesuit formation, which 
then culminates in first vows. Each Jesuit 
makes the proclamation of vows individually 
in front of the Eucharist, just as St. Ignatius 
of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits, and some 
of his first companions did. They also receive 
a vow cross that they will keep for the rest of 
their lives.

By the time a novice kneels at the altar 
to pronounce vows, he is prepared, says 
Fr. William O’Brien, SJ, director of the Jesuit 
Novitiate of St. Alberto Hurtado in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. “As he speaks the final words 
of the vow formula to God, he does so with 
complete trust.”

The 15 Midwest Jesuits were part of a 
total of 28 novices from the United States, 
Canada, and Haiti who proclaimed the vows 
of poverty, chastity, and obedience in August. 
Following the profession of first vows, Jesuits 
preparing to be priests usually begin three 
years of studies: two years of philosophy 
studies, combined with one year of graduate-
level theology courses. Those men who took 
vows as a Jesuit brother will usually take 
several theology courses and work on an 
advanced degree in a field of interest.

2017 Novices after their first vows Mass Jesus and the two disciples on the road to Emmaus Jesuits magazine won several CPA awards
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New US Leader Appointed for 
Pope’s Prayer Network

St. Francis Mission Returns Land 
to Rosebud Sioux Tribe

Father William Blazek, SJ, was appointed 
US director of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer 
Network (PWPN) in June 2017, succeeding 
Fr. James Kubicki, SJ, who served 14 years 
in the role. Founded as the Apostleship of 
Prayer and recently renamed by Pope Francis, 
PWPN communicates the pope’s monthly 
prayer intentions to 50 million members in 
89 countries, with a youth branch — the 
Eucharistic Youth Movement (EYM) — in 56 
countries. Membership in PWPN, which is 
available at www.popesprayerusa.net, 
involves “a commitment to offer yourself to 
God for his purposes each day.”

The network traces its roots to France in 
1844, where a group of Jesuit seminarians, 
anxious to hurry their studies so they could set 
out as missionaries, were instructed by their 
spiritual director to use their time and talents 
to save souls as “apostles of prayer.” In 1879, 
the group received its first statutes, approved 
by Pope Pius IX. In addition to sharing the 
pope’s prayer intentions, PWPN also maintains 
a devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
has been entrusted by the pope to the Jesuits.

PWPN has made use of new technology 
to further its mission. Last year, it launched 
“The Pope Video,” a monthly video that shares 
the pope’s prayer intentions, and “Click to 
Pray,” an app that offers users a digital way to 
accompany Pope Francis in his intentions.

On May 2, 2017, St. Francis Mission returned 
525 acres of unused Church land to the 
Rosebud Sioux Tribe on the Rosebud Indian 
Reservation in south-central South Dakota. 
A Jesuit ministry among 20,000 Lakota 
(Sioux) people, St. Francis Mission was 
founded in 1886 and consists of six parishes 
and a number of health, education, and 
communication ministries.

“Saint Francis Mission should not continue 
to hold land that it is no longer using for 
Church purposes,” said Fr. John Hatcher, SJ, 
former president of St. Francis Mission. “I am 
grateful to the Rosebud Sioux Tribe for the use 
of this land and happy that we can return it for 
the use of the Lakota people.”

In 1881, Chief Spotted Tail invited Jesuit 
priests to educate the Lakota people. The 
federal government and the Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe granted the mission land to support 
a school and to construct churches and 
cemeteries throughout the reservation. 
Eventually, 23 mission stations were built, 
some encompassing as much as 40 to 80 
acres of land to support Native catechists and 
their families. As the Native population moved 
from the prairie into cluster housing, churches 
closed, while the mission retained possession 
of the land.

Through the proactive efforts of the 
mission, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, all unused land will 
be returned except for places in which the 
mission has active operations.

Fr. William Blazek, SJ The Midwest Jesuits have been active in Native 
American ministry since 1881.

World Union of Jesuit Alumni 
Meets at John Carroll University

For the first time ever, the World Union of 
Jesuit Alumni (WUJA) Congress was held 
in North America at John Carroll University 
in University Heights, Ohio, from June 28 to 
July 2, 2017.

The gathering brought together roughly 
500 people representing Jesuit schools, 
parishes, and ministries from 27 countries. 
The official theme was “Uniting Our Jesuit 
Frontiers.”

WUJA was founded in 1956 in Bilbao, 
Spain, to commemorate the 400th anniversary 
of the death of St. Ignatius of Loyola. The 
organization gathers Jesuit alumni to 
build international networks and discern 
how to promote peace and justice in a 
global and sustainable world. The three-
day program featured about 30 breakout 
sessions on topics ranging from the arts, 
business, medical science, and law to 
spirituality, service, and leadership. It also 
featured roughly 60 speakers, including 
Fr. Timothy Kesicki, SJ, president of the Jesuit 
Conference of Canada and the United States, 
and best-selling authors Chris Lowney and 
Fr. James Martin, SJ.

“It’s awesome to see that people who 
have already graduated still have the same 
action and enthusiasm surrounding being 
Jesuit educated that I do,” said Lauren 
Dickerson, a student at Wheeling Jesuit 
University.

Fr. Gregory Boyle, SJ, speaks at WUJA.
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New Novices
Matthew Bjorklund, 32, was born and 
raised in St. Paul, Minnesota. He earned a 
degree in Film & Television Production from 
Brown College and went on to co-found Slate 
of Mind Productions. He has received awards 
for his feature 
film and numerous 
short films and has 
gained attention in 
the Twin Cities for 
his work. For the 
past several years, 
Matt has worked 
as a union steward for SEIU and as a political 
organizer for the DFL House Caucus, along 
with 15 years of service as a paraprofessional 
in the public school system. In the spring 
semester of 2017, he served as a Jesuit 
donné in Detroit, serving those encountering 
homelessness at the Pope Francis Center. He 
enjoys watching films, sports, reading, writing, 
and is a fitness enthusiast.

Carl Caceres, 
28, earned a BA 
in philosophy and 
theology/religious 
studies from the 
University of 
Scranton and a 
master’s in student 
affairs in higher education from Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio. He has worked as 
a hall director, academic adviser, and most 
recently as a campus minister, coordinating 
retreats for students at Xavier University 
in Cincinnati. Carl is a former tennis player 
and enjoys cheering on his favorite sports 
teams, watching thought-provoking films, and 
shooting free throws.

Spencer Liechty, 25, grew up in 
Indianapolis and graduated from Xavier 
University in Cincinnati with a bachelor’s in 
political science. After graduating, he was 
a team leader 
in AmeriCorps 
NCCC, worked at a 
transition housing 
program, and spent 
a year serving in 
the Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps as a patients’ 
rights advocate 
at a nonprofit law foundation in San Jose, 
California. Spencer enjoys learning about 
social justice issues, playing and watching 
sports, running, and traveling. 

Meet the

The novices and staff of the Midwest Province. From left to right, front row: Matt Bjorklund, Conor Sullivan, 
Fr. Greg Hyde, Josh Utter, Chris Meister, Christopher Alt; back row: Fr. Larry Ober, Michael Pederson, 
Mark Blancke, Joe Rodriguez, Carl Caceres, Jonathon Wojtkowiak, Fr. Bill O’Brien, Alex DeWitt, 
Vicktor Moberg, Alex French, Patrick Saint-Jean, Matt Waldoch, Matthew Zurcher, Br. Ralph Cordero, 
Adam Bryan, Spencer Liechty.
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Michael Pederson, 27, grew up in Eastern 
Iowa and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
psychology from St. 
John’s University 
in Collegeville, 
Minnesota. Michael 
then pursued a 
year of community 
and volunteer 
work through 
Amate House 
in Chicago. This work led to more years 
of community service, teaching in Loyola 
Marymount University’s PLACE Corps program, 
teaching and earning a graduate degree 
in secondary education. He is passionate 
about the environment. He enjoys playing 
most sports, coaching soccer and wrestling, 
reading, watching anything narrated by 
David Attenborough, and learning languages, 
especially Spanish.

Conor Sullivan, 25, is a native of Hingham, 
Massachusetts. He graduated from the 
College of the Holy Cross in 2014 with a 
degree in history and theatre. After college, 
Conor joined the Jesuit Volunteer Corps and 
worked at Cristo Rey Jesuit High School 
in Minneapolis as a gym instructor. Upon 
completing JVC, he worked for an additional 
year at Cristo Rey in the assistant principal’s 
office. Conor enjoys puzzles, yard games, 
podcasts, singing, and Boston sports. Conor 
also collects flags 
and plays multiple 
instruments.

Jonathon Wojtkowiak, 23, spent the 2016-
2017 academic year as a donné at Red Cloud 
Indian School in South Dakota, where he was 
a P.E. instructor for grades K-8. It was there 
that he became more familiar with the Jesuit 
way of life and ministry. During that school 
year he applied 
to the Society of 
Jesus and was 
accepted. Jonathon 
spent much of his 
youth in Gaylord, 
Michigan, and 
went to college at 
Central Michigan 
University in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. He 
graduated from CMU with a bachelor’s degree 
in economics and statistics. Jonathon enjoys 
a wide variety of activities and is always 
open to trying new things. Jonathon enjoys 
life, laughs often, and during his free time, 
he can most often be found reading, studying 
Spanish, writing, or exercising.

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed” LUKE 4:18

Matthew Zurcher, 27, grew up in Warren, 
Pennsylvania. At Carnegie Mellon University 
in Pittsburgh, he initially pursued music 
composition and conducting before also 
studying theatre, literature, and American 
cultural history on his way to earning a 
Bachelor of Humanities and Arts. After 
brief appointments as a conductor and film 
critic, Matthew served for two years as a 
live-in manager at drug and alcohol recovery 
houses in Northeast Ohio. During this time, 
he encountered a joyful call to serve the 
rejected, poor, and incarcerated. He discovered 
the Jesuits after stumbling on the writings 

of Anthony de Mello and Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin. He has spent the last year enjoying 
Jesuit community, teaching English, and driving 
a school bus at Red Cloud High School on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. 
Matthew’s interests include ice cream, Phish, 
and songwriting.
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He is in our midst.” This is the 
response, translated from 

Portuguese, that the congregation gives 
to the priest’s initial greeting: “The Lord 
be with you.” It’s a unique response that 
reflects the way God calls us and shapes 
us by his body — in his people gathered, 
and in the bread broken and shared.

The youngest of eight children, I grew 
up in São Paulo, Brazil. Sundays were 
always chaotic as my parents had to rouse 
and herd all of us into two vehicles to 
get to church. Even if we miraculously 
made it on time and escaped being a 
distraction upon entrance, we inevitably 
brought attention to ourselves at some 
point because you simply can’t have my 
family gathered in silence for too long 
before giggles and pinches break out. 
Once we got home, we’d gather around 
our large dining room table and share a 
feast. Sundays were structured around 
the sacrament of the Eucharist, but every 
aspect of the day was sacramental. God 
was in our midst through it all. 

Eventually, we moved to Iowa. I 
finished my middle and high school years 
in Ottumwa, Iowa, but, since Ottumwa 
didn’t have quite the same soccer culture 
as Brazil, I had to get my soccer fix each 
summer at Creighton University soccer 

camps. It was soccer that led me to 
enroll at Creighton, but the Jesuit spark 
is unavoidable at Creighton, and I got 
formed by it the way my faith was formed 
by those chaotic, God-infused Sundays 
growing up. That eventually led me to the 
Peace Corps in the Dominican Republic, 
where the vocational seeds that God had 
planted and was nourishing began to 
bloom.

 On a monthly basis I’d travel a 
couple hours to attend Mass with Fr. Bill 
Johnson, SJ, at Creighton’s Institute for 
Latin American Concern (ILAC) center, 
an institute promoting health access to 
rural Dominicans. After Mass I’d join 
Fr. Bill and the rotating medical mission 
groups for a feast and take a nap in a 
hammock before heading back to my 
barrio in Puerto Plata. I was content with 
the justice-based work I was doing in 
Puerto Plata, but my attraction to doing 
it in a faith-based environment grew 
the more I got wrapped up in the ILAC 
community. Once again, the sacrament 
of the Eucharist was the center of that 
sacramental work of justice. And, with Fr. 
Bill as an encouraging example, I applied 
and entered the Midwest novitiate in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, upon the completion of 
my Peace Corps service.

God has continued to form me in the 
midst of diverse movement, peoples, and 
experiences. My novitiate experience 
took me all around the country and even 
to Lima, Peru, where God confirmed 
my desire to be in solidarity with Christ 
poor. Graduate studies in New York City 
allowed me to integrate academics with 
the ministry I did with people struggling 
with addiction in the Bronx. Now I am 
finding God in my students at Cristo Rey 
Jesuit High School in Chicago — both in 
the classroom and on the soccer field as 
a coach. God’s people, especially those 
on the margins of society, continue to 
remind me of God’s presence in our midst 
and motivate me to continue on this path 
toward priesthood so that I might have a 
part in highlighting all these sacramental 
moments through the celebration of the 
sacraments. @

“

Andrew Hanson, SJ, is a Jesuit 
scholastic teaching theology at 
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School 
in Chicago, Illinois. He studied 
philosophy and Christian 
spirituality at Fordham University 
in New York from 2014-2017 

before landing at Cristo Rey to teach and coach the 
beautiful game of soccer.

God and the JesuitsFinding

By Andrew Hanson, SJ

Andrew Hanson, SJ, (second from left) participates in 
a Mass for those who have died crossing the border in 
Pema County, Arizona.



Father Ed Sthokal, SJ, had never 
considered becoming a retreat 

director; he never even specifically 
trained for it. The plan for the young 
Jesuit was to teach English literature, 
perhaps go on to run a university 
department in the field.

So how did he end up spending 
58 years as a retreat director at 
Demontreville Retreat House in Lake 
Elmo, Minnesota?

Like a walk through a labyrinth, he 
says.

“When I was choosing my final stage 
of training in English literature, I was 
looking at studying at Oxford, maybe 
Cambridge,” Fr. Sthokal recalls. “But I 
balked. Although I had been heading in 
that direction, I realized it wasn’t for me.”

He had been ordained in 1954, 
finished the theology period of his Jesuit 
formation in 1956, served as associate 
pastor at Milwaukee’s Church of the 
Gesu, and then taught English and 
theology for a few years at Campion 

Jesuit High School in Prairie du Chien, 
Wisconsin. But when the time came to 
move on for further study in his field, 
it wasn’t for him. So, Fr. Sthokal was 
assigned — temporarily — to work at 
Demontreville.

“I don’t think I had ever heard of the 
place at the time. Now I think it’s the best 
retreat house in the country, of course,” 
he chuckles. “I hadn’t even given a men’s 
retreat until I arrived there. But it turned 
out to be the perfect fit.”

Reflecting on the process, he adds, “A 
lot of things had to happen. Everything 
that came before was — unbeknownst 
to me — preparing me for work at 
Demontreville. Detours merged into focus 
at a place I hadn’t even known existed. It 
might have seemed a circuitous route, but 
all of my experiences led to decades in a 
joyful ministry.”

Over the years, his ministry has taken 
him to many states — from Florida to 
Colorado to Hawaii — and other parts of 
the world — including Germany, Ireland, 

France, Greece, and the Holy Land — 
as well as activities, including golfing, 
skiing, and raising dogs and horses. 
Exchanges with other retreat houses 
landed him in Atlanta, New Orleans, 
Detroit, and more.

“Tough work!” he jokes, adding, 
“Someone could ask, ‘Where did you find 
the time to give more than 300 retreats at 
Demontreville?’ But my answer, again, 
is that everything I did was preparation 
for another retreat. Ignatius would call 
it finding God in all things. Teilhard de 
Chardin would say we find materials 
for our tasks of collaborating with God 
in creating and redeeming the world 
everywhere. While I might have had 
fewer assignments than many Jesuits, I 
enjoyed a diversified experience with a 
rich variety of people in a rich variety of 
places.”

At 95 — and the oldest resident at the 
St. Camillus Senior Jesuit Community 
in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin — Fr. Sthokal 
says some health concerns led to his 
current assignment, where medical needs 
can be addressed. Technically, however, 
he’s never left Demontreville. “I left the 
place, but not the experiences,” he says. 
“I have physical, spiritual, and intellectual 
experiences from there that I carry with 
me every day.” @

Jesu i ts  |  A pub l i ca t ion  o f  the  Midwest  Jesu i ts  |  Fa l l /Winter  2017  |  Page 7
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Joyful Ministry
Detours lead to decades in 

By Amy Korpi, staff writer

ABOUT THE DEMONTREVILLE 
RETREAT HOUSE

Each year more than 3,000 men from all 
walks of life participate in retreats at the 
Demontreville Jesuit Retreat House — where 
the experiences have one theme: “to know, 
love, and serve God in this world.” 

The daily schedule includes four or five 
general conferences of about 30 minutes each, 
based on the Spiritual Exercises, followed 
by a free reflection period. Strict silence is 
maintained, except for an optional recreation 
time, as “being silent in a beautiful natural 
setting with no agenda and nowhere to go, 
waiting, and listening for God to speak are key 
ingredients for communicating with God.”

Father Ed Sthokal, SJ has led retreats at 
Demontreville for 58 years. He now lives in a senior 
Jesuit healthcare community. Read Fr. Sthokal’s 
spiritual reflection on the power of giving retreats 
on page 20.
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Senior Jesuit  
Healthcare

The Campaign for

More than 100 Jesuits live in one of the 
Midwest Province senior Jesuit healthcare 
communities, living their mission to pray 
for the Church and Society.
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Walking down the hallway in the St. 
Camillus senior Jesuit healthcare 

community, Father Doug Leonhardt, 
SJ, the superior of the community, spots 
Father Thomas Caldwell, SJ. 

“I am glad I ran into you, Tom,” says 
Fr. Leonhardt. “I was just talking on the 
phone with Susan. She always mentions 
your theology class as one of the best she 
took. Susan asked the Jesuits to pray for 
her youngest daughter, who is a freshman 
in college in Minnesota. She is homesick 
and finding the adjustment very difficult. 
Besides putting a note on our Prayer 
Request Board, I told Susan I would 
mention her request especially to you.” 

Fr. Caldwell smiles. “Happy to pray 
for her, Doug,” he says. “I’ll give Susan 
a call.” 

Later in the week, he and the Jesuit 
community received the weekly list of 
prayer requests that are submitted through 
JesuitPrayer.org. The Jesuits pray over 
these requests individually and at Mass 
together each day. 

“Jesuits never truly retire and prayer 
is an integral part of their lives,” says 
Fr. Brian Paulson, SJ, provincial of the 
Midwest Province. “So, when a Jesuit 
reaches the age where he requires living 
assistance, he receives a special mission 
to pray for the Church and Society.”

To pray for the Church and Society 
means that a Jesuit’s primary focus is to 
ask God for the success of their fellow 
Jesuits and the People of God, including 
those who submit prayer requests. Fr. 
Caldwell and nearly 100 fellow Jesuits 
perform this role at one of the two senior 
Jesuit assisted living communities in the 
Midwest Province. 

“In my experience, the men take their 
mission to pray very seriously,” says Fr. 
Robert Wild, SJ. “It does not mean that 
they are praying all the time but it does 
mean that they are serious about this 
dimension of their lives. They remain 
outward looking so that they are not just 
fretting about their own health situation 
but instead they continue to have that 
larger vision as Jesuits.”

Fr. Wild is the Honorary Co-Chair of 

With Others. For Others. — an essential 
campaign to raise $25 million needed 
for senior Jesuit healthcare. The name 
With Others. For Others. is meant as an 
invitation to financially support Jesuit 
priests and brothers who have devoted 
their lives to serving others and the 
greatest needs. 

“These men are living longer and, with 
that, comes increased healthcare needs,” 
says Fr. Paulson. “There is a significant 
population of Jesuits in their 70s, 80s, and 
90s. Here in the Midwest we project that 
we will need both the Colombiere Center 
in Michigan as well as St. Camillus in 
Milwaukee for the next 15-20 years. They 
will both be full or close to full.”

Many people require living assistance 
as they get older and Jesuits are no 
exception. Like the rest of the nation, 
there is a historically high number of 
senior Jesuits serving in the province and, 
even with financially sound measures 
taken, the cost of providing for their 
healthcare needs is rising. The healthcare 
needs are supported through the Aged 
and Infirm Fund, which has also provided 
for the enhancement of the St. Camillus 
community residence to meet the needs of 
today’s senior Jesuits.

Now, the fund needs to be replenished 
to maintain the healthcare and living 
expenses for the senior Jesuits and 
the province is asking those who have 
been positively impacted by the Jesuits 
for their support. Generous donations 
from benefactors are both essential and 
appreciated. 

“I’m very grateful for the generosity 
of the donors so that these men can get 
the best care we can afford as they move 
into their final years of life,” says Fr. 
Leonhardt. “This is one of the best ways 
people can say thank you to these Jesuits 

FUNDING AND FLEXIBILITY

The Jesuit mission is to serve where there 

is a need. So, when the historically high 

number of senior Jesuits needed more space 

for assisted living, the province funded the 

expansion of the St. Camillus senior Jesuit 

community.

The Midwest Jesuits decided to use 

$25 million from the Aged and Infirm Fund 

and leased the building from the St. Camillus 

healthcare campus. The province opted to 

pre-fund the lease, which means that instead 

of monthly payments that would have carried 

interest, the province paid the bill all at once. 

This enables the province to save approxi-

mately $1.9 million per year on lease costs.

This move was in response to the consid-

erable number of senior Jesuits, as well as 

a move to secure the healthcare needs for 

all Midwest Jesuits — including those in 

formation — for the long-term future. The 

Jesuits can lease additional living units on the 

St. Camillus healthcare campus if they need 

more space, and they can also sell unused 

units back to St. Camillus so that the units are 

not empty. 

“SUPPORTING THE CAMPAIGN IS 
ONE OF THE BEST WAYS PEOPLE 
CAN SAY THANK YOU TO THESE 
JESUITS WHO HAVE SPENT THEIR 
LIVES IN SERVICE.” 

Fr. Doug Leonhardt, SJ
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who have spent their lives in service.”
Living in community with other Jesuits 

is a fundamental aspect of that Jesuit 
service, which is why Fr. Wild says, 
“We do not want these to be healthcare 
facilities that have Jesuits, but Jesuit 
communities that provide healthcare.” 
Moving to an assisted living community 
can be challenging for many people and 
the same is true for Jesuits. Sharing that 
journey with their fellow Jesuits can help 
them adjust to their new mission in life. 

“I think the transition can be difficult 
because they move from communities 
they maybe have belonged to for a long 
time,” Fr. Leonhardt says. “I think once 
they get here and into the rhythm of 
things they see that this is a privileged 
time in their life. They join their 
classmates with whom they’ve learned 
and served. It’s just wonderful to know 
there are companions here for them.”

Theresa Kult, the Coordinator of 
Healthcare for the Omaha and St. Paul 
region of the Midwest Province has 
witnessed the importance of the senior 
Jesuit communities. She says, “There’s a 

renewed energy in them. They have this 
shared journey as Jesuits their whole lives 
— men who have been really committed 
and have managed the struggles of 
religious life. They can reassure one 
another and that is very important.” 

In addition to supporting each other, 
the Jesuits still work to positively 
impact the world. Brother James Small, 
SJ, continues his hobby of painting 
beautiful portraits and scenes that he 
happily donates to Loyola Academy for 
scholarship fundraising. 

“Painting is a great hobby and I can’t 
pray all day long anyway,” says Br. 
Small. “I look forward to going to my 
easel every day.”

Like Br. Small, the Jesuits each 
enjoy their own hobbies. They play 
shuffleboard, read books, and write letters 
to old friends and family. Their mission to 
serve the world through prayer, however, 
remains their primary focus. 

“We don’t have a feeling that we’re 
coming to the end because we never come 
to the end as a Jesuit,” says Fr. Theodore 
Ross, SJ. “We just keep going and 

FEATURES OF NEW 
HEALTHCARE CAMPUS

n 52 private rooms, including 
three guest rooms

n Chapel
n Community spaces 
n Dining room
n Nursing stations and 

healthcare treatment rooms

Brother James Small, SJ, continues his hobby of 
painting portraits and scenes.

“WE WANT THIS NOT TO BE A 
HEALTHCARE FACILITY THAT 
HAS JESUITS, BUT A JESUIT 
COMMUNITY THAT PROVIDES 
HEALTHCARE.”  

Fr. Robert Wild, SJ  
Co-Chair of the With Others. For Others.  

campaign for senior Jesuit healthcare
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Jesuits gathered for breakfast at the St. Camillus 
healthcare community in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 
St. Camillus and Colombiere Center in Clarkston, 
Michigan, are the two senior Jesuit healthcare 
communities in the Midwest Province.

working and praying. We are still Jesuits 
active in what we are doing — whatever 
that might be.”

As men for others, the Jesuits spend 
their lives serving the world. Now, to 
meet the needs of the senior Jesuits, the 

province needs your prayers and financial 
support. Prayers can be requested at 
JesuitPrayer.org and donations can be 
made online at JesuitsMidwest.org/
SupportUs or by calling the USA 
Midwest Province Advancement Office. @

FOR MORE INFORMATION

n Call the USA Midwest Province 
Advancement Office at 
(800) 537-3736

n Send Checks and Inquiries to:

Midwest Jesuits
PO Box 6713
Carol Stream IL 60197-6713

n Visit  
WithOthersForOthers.Org

Jesuit priests and brothers live together in 
communities their entire lives, even in senior 
healthcare communities.
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I N  T H E  W O R L D

Before joining the Jesuits, I practiced 
optometry for 10 years. Since I was 

a child, my dream was to be a doctor. I 
believe this desire originated after visiting 
my family physician. I was attracted to 
the way my doctor showed a very caring 
attitude toward me and other patients, and 
I left that office with a great conviction 
that I wanted to do the same.

After finishing high school, I followed 
my dream by going to Howard University 
in Washington, D.C., for a summer 
and taking prep courses to enter a 
pre-medicine program at Kent State 
University. It did not take long to realize 
medical school was not the place for 
me. I did not like physicians’ hours and 
couldn’t stomach the thought of surgery. 
I was faced with the dilemma that my 
dreams might not be what God intended.  

During this time, I visited my local eye 
doctor, who informed me that there were 
two providers for eye care: optometrists 
(primary eye care) and ophthalmologists 
(eye surgeons). After four years of 
optometry school, optometrists serve the 
public by diagnosing and treating eye 
conditions. I felt God directing my path 
toward my dream.

After graduating from optometry 
school, I began my own practice in my 
home town, Lorain, Ohio. The first few 

years were challenging, but the hard 
work eventually paid off. Since Lorain 
had a significant Latino population, my 
bilingualism was advantageous. At the 
same time, I was very involved at my 
home parish, La Capilla del Sagrado 
Corazón de Jesús. I participated in 
RCIA and youth ministry and also began 
incorporating my practice with my 
faith, doing optometric service work at 
schools and nursing homes. After going 
on a mission trip to El Salvador in 1998, 
I realized the Lord was drawing me to 
another way of life. The work I saw the 
priests and religious brothers and sisters 
doing at my parish and in El Salvador 
had the same effect on me as my family 
doctor had.

I began discerning a religious vocation, 
recognizing my joys and satisfactions 
as I went through my daily activities. 
A Franciscan sister, Suzanne Susany, 
OSF, pointed me toward the Jesuits.  
After reading about their apostolates — 
especially the Cristo Rey schools — I 
was intrigued and met with the vocation 
director, Fr. Dan Reim, SJ. In 2000, 
I entered the novitiate and decided to 
become a brother a few years after 
joining.

Just as there are two separate eye 
care professions (optometrists and 

ophthalmologists), there are two separate 
Jesuit vocations (priests and brothers). 
When I was an optometrist, people 
would say, “Oh, so you didn’t go all the 
way to be an ophthalmologist.” I would 
explain that those are two different paths, 
like Jesuit priests and brothers: they are 
two different tracks, not one that leads 
to another. Just like optometry, a Jesuit 
brother’s vocation has value in its own 
right.

I have had many joys and opportunities 
since joining the Jesuits 17 years ago. I 
have taught mathematics at two Jesuit 
high schools, ministered to inmates at 
prisons with an RCIA program, served 
as an optometrist at the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation in South Dakota, and 
ministered to migrants with the Kino 
Border Initiative on the US-Mexican 
border. What God implanted in my dream 
as a child has opened many doors in how 
to bring Christ into the world. All I had to 
do was follow my dreams. @

Br. Ralph Cordero, SJ, was 
raised in Puerto Rico and moved 
to Lorain, Ohio, as a child. He 
currently serves as socius to the 
director of novices at the Jesuit 
Novitiate of St. Alberto Hurtado in 
St. Paul, Minnesota.

Through the

By Br. Ralph Cordero, SJ

Brother Ralph Cordero, SJ (left), serving at the 
Kino Border Initiative on the US-Mexican border.

From an Optometrist  
to a Jesuit Brother
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L I V I N G  T H E  M A G I S

Recently, my Muslim neighbor related 
to my wife and me that when she 

prays, she thinks of all God has given 
her and wants to give these things back 
to God. Her prayer reminded me of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola’s Suscipe (a prayer for 
generosity), which I copied and gave to 
her.  

Ignatian spirituality has enriched and 
informed my life in many ways. My 
Ignatian roots stem from being a Jesuit in 
the Chicago Province from 1964 to 1973. 
Subsequent roles of husband, father, 
grandfather, and doctor provided ample 
opportunities for me to use the spiritual 
wisdom I learned as a Jesuit.

Five elements of Ignatian spirituality 
have been most useful: the First Principle 
and Foundation, discernment of spirits, 
contemplation in action, indifference, and 
the Suscipe.

The First Principle and Foundation 
establishes criteria to determine whether a 
particular action is beneficial. My answer 
to these questions has determined whether 
I adhered to my principles. Whether we 
formulate our own wording or use St. 
Ignatius’s, “Our one desire and choice 
should be what is more conducive to the 
end for which we are created.”

Discernment of spirits led me to pay 
attention to my deepest feelings, choosing 

that which provides true consolation and 
rejecting that which causes desolation. 
Every major decision in my life 
has involved discernment of spirits. 
Consolation’s role in the discernment 
process has convinced me that when we 
are true to our deepest selves, we are true 
to God. Discernment helps us discover 
our true nature.  

Contemplation in action was what 
first attracted me to the Jesuits. This 
Jesuit ideal means to be a deeply 
spiritual person engaged in bettering the 
world. The two years of Jesuit novitiate 
inculcated a practice of recollection 
which was to infuse all our activities. 
When I am engaged in an activity, I 
concentrate and am not thinking about 
God. When I am between activities, my 
mind goes to God in spontaneous prayer. 
Perhaps it is more accurate to say that my 
life is one of contemplation and action.

The ideal of indifference, or 
detachment, appears repeatedly in the 
Spiritual Exercises. Father Bob Ochs, SJ, 
warned us students to beware of our 
expectations (attachments), which can 

lead to disappointments. An art instructor 
I had at the University of California stated 
this another way: “Make plans, but don’t 
plan the outcome.” 

Finally, the Suscipe served as a key 
prayer at a juncture in my life. Would I 
continue in a lucrative but unfulfilling 
medical practice or move to the Navajo 
Nation in Arizona and work for the 
Indian Health Service? During a retreat to 
discern this question, I focused on the last 
line of the Suscipe: “Give me your love 
and your grace, for this is sufficient for 
me.” It soon became clear that pursuing 
a path of service was more meaningful to 
me than higher revenue, and I submitted 
my application.  

I am indebted to St. Ignatius and the 
Society of Jesus which carries on his 
traditions and teachings. @

Dr. James Manning is a retired 
physician living with his wife in 
Alameda, California.

Ignatian Spirituality Has Influenced 
My Life

By Dr. James E. Manning

Dr. James Manning (left) is honored for his years of 
service with the Navajo at Tsaile Health Center in 
Arizona.

How

“GIVE ME ONLY YOUR LOVE AND 
YOUR GRACE, THAT IS ENOUGH 
FOR ME.“

Excerpt from the Suscipe

The Midwest Jesuits are active in 
ministry with Native American people at 
the St. Francis Mission and Holy Rosary 
Mission in South Dakota
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Honoring Jesuit Jubilarians
A Half Century of Service: 

FR. HARRY J. 
GENSLER, SJ
“Treat others as you 
want to be treated”
I became a Golden 
Rule (GR) fanatic on 
December 6, 1968, 
when I was a humble 
Jesuit novice. GR is 
subtle enough to be 
interesting and simple enough to permit a 
KITA acronym for using it wisely:

KNOW: “How would my action affect 
others?”

IMAGINE: “What would it be like 
to have this done to me in the same 
situation?”

TEST for Consistency: “Am I willing 
that if I were in the same situation then 
this be done to me?”

ACT toward others only as you’re 
willing to be treated in the same situation.

See www.harryhiker.com/gr for more 
information.

FR. WILLIAM P. LEAHY, SJ
Gratitude and Mission
It is because of the grace of God that I am 
a Jesuit priest today, not because I earned 

or merited such a 
vocation. Sometimes 
I ask how it is that 
someone who grew 
up on a farm in 
Imogene, Iowa, ends 
up a Jesuit priest 
and why so many 
good things have 
happened to me. I do 
not have an answer, 
but a response that somewhat satisfies is 
a passage from a letter that St. John of the 
Cross wrote: “Men do not do these things 
but God, who knows what is suitable 
for us and arranges things for our good. 
Think nothing else but that God ordains 
all.”

FR. DAVID G. MATZKO, SJ
Gentle Love
It is not hard to 
remember my first 
day in the novitiate. 
It was a shock, and I 
ended the day telling 
myself it must get 
better. What was 
better was the gentle 
love of God. I have 

felt much like Elijah, who stood at the 
mouth of the cave before the destructive 
wind, earthquake, and all-consuming 
fire and discovered that God was in the 
silence of the soft, gentle breeze. What 
was better was the knowledge of how 
gentle God has cared for me the last 50 
years and loved me more than I could 
even hope for.

FR. JAMES M. MCCANN, SJ
Joy and 
Astonishment
Jesuit joy is based 
on the joy of the 
Gospel message, on 
the growing (over a 
lifetime) awareness 
that God’s Spirit 
of Love is without 
limits. That joy also 
comes from belonging to a fellowship 
of companions of Jesus and belonging 
to what St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic 
Church in Chicago calls “God’s people 
in extraordinary variety,” the Church. 
Jubilee is a celebration for all of us. Let 
us rejoice and give thanks, and let us 
always remember that God still has many 
a surprise in store.
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FR. J. THOMAS 
MCCLAIN, SJ
Availability
God “hooked” me 
with an attraction 
to the ministry of 
Jesuits working 
in secondary 
education. It turned 
out that I was a full-time teacher only 
two years of these 50 in the Society. 
Along the way, the Society has asked 
me to serve in roles to which I never 
felt called (parish ministry and finance) 
and several for which I expressed great 
disdain (president/fundraising)! To my 
surprise, God blessed each of these new 
missions in ways for which I will always 
be grateful. I learned that the “act” (my 
gifts) plays in many different venues! 
Availability has been one of the greatest 
blessings of my Jesuit life.

FR. RICHARD H. MCGURN, SJ
Acceptance
At age 22, I inquired 
about joining an 
unnamed archdiocese 
that serves a large and 
windy city and was 
told: “You’re too old!”

I grew up in Oak 
Park, Illinois, when our 
provincial house was 
still there. So, I took myself over there to 
inquire. I was warmly greeted by Br. Freddy 
Frowerk, SJ. Not many days later, I met one 
of my well-loved mentors, Fr. Paul Clifford, 
SJ, who arranged for me to teach at Loyola 
Academy in Wilmette, Illinois, while my 
application was being considered.

From those two men and many more 
Jesuits like them, I have experienced 
what “acceptance” means. And from 
them I’ve learned, during my years in 
parish and retreat ministry, how important 
it is to extend acceptance to the many 
people who come to us seeking help and 
consolation — people who often come 
up our walk anxiously and knock on our 
door, hoping to be well received.

FR. ROBERT F. O’CONNOR, SJ
Me Still Rowing…
… I am rowing,
though the wind 
pushes me back
and I know that that 
island will not be 
perfect …
This story ends with 
me still rowing.
“Rowing” By  
Anne Sexton
When I felt called to the Society of Jesus, 
it was as if I heard God say, “This is 
where you belong.” I didn’t know it at 
the time, but God set me firmly in the 
paradox of belonging and not-belonging. 
I belong. The Society accepted me. 
Fellow novices, scholastics, priests, and 
the people of God accepted me. And 
many yet do. What a blessing and joy!

I don’t belong. I have always lived on 
the outside of groups or persons to whom 
I’ve wanted to belong. Not enough.

Indeed, I am a wounded sinner, beloved 
and sent on mission. The grace that is at 
work in my life, still, is the grace from 
which I am learning to minister more 
authentically. God be praised!

FR. BRADLEY M. SCHAEFFER, SJ
Jesus and Jesuits
During my long 
retreat in Milford, 
Ohio, I remember 
saying to the Lord, 
“This is where I 
give you my heart.” 
Throughout these 
years of grace, it 
has been my goal to 
keep Jesus at the center of my life and to 
continue giving him that heart so he may 
do with it whatever he desires.

I’ve given most of my apostolic life 
to serving the Society directly. In each 
of those missions, I have come to truly 
love my brothers and what we are about. 
What a privilege to listen to how God 
works in and with them; what a privilege 

to accompany and mission them; what a 
privilege to serve the universal Society.

FR. DONALD M. SERVA, SJ
Bridge Building
In my vow paper 
of 1969, I used the 
phrase “bridge-
builder” to describe 
my vocation and 
aspirations as a 
Jesuit. I thought 
building bridges 
between faith and 
science would be my contribution to the 
Jesuit enterprise of putting all things 
under Christ. Over the past 50 years, 
I have built bridges different from my 
original intention. I did regency in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. Naturally, one thinks 
of bridges between East and West. I 
taught high school in Cleveland. There, 
I enjoyed building contacts with families 
and students. I taught a course on faith 
and science at Wheeling Jesuit University 
in West Virginia. I have participated in 
work to the poor and underserved in 
Appalachia. Although I am approaching 
the end of my college teaching career, I 
am expecting to build another bridge to 
a third career in the near future. I look 
forward to discerning what it might be.

FR. GARY R. WRIGHT, SJ
Returning Love
I am flooded, 
overwhelmed, so 
that I can’t begin 
to comprehend or 
express my gratitude. 
I want to give love 
equally in return, 
but it’s impossible. 
There’s too much, 
and I’m too incapable! This is my 50-year 
experience of God: sending me wave 
after wave of love and care and devotion, 
even in the solitude of my annual retreat. 
I can never return to others, nor to the 
Lord, all the love poured out on me.
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Forget it! Impossible!” That was my 
initial gut reaction to being invited to 

write a brief account of my ministry this 
past decade to women at Framingham 
Prison. Located a safe distance from 
Boston, Massachusetts, it is the oldest 
existing prison for women in this 
country. Built in 1877 for 452 women, 
Framingham now has 646 residents.

“In the beginning…” I was initially 
invited by Sr. Maureen Clark, CSJ, to 
share annually in her loving, dedicated 
service and care of the women at 
Framingham. For 30 years, Maureen has 
been the heart and soul of the Boston 
Archdiocese prison chaplains’ ministry 
efforts. I never imagined that in my 80s 
I would be doing prison ministry and 
writing books. 

What was my initial prison experience? 
Strange and mysterious are the ways 
of God! The day before my very first 
visit, as I entered a guest residence on 
the Boston College campus, suddenly 
and unexpectedly I plunged head over 
heels down 13 stone steps! I met the 
Framingham women the next morning — 
sore, bruised, and hurting, but not broken! 

We shared all that pain in common. “If he 
comes to us hurting like this, we can trust 
him.”

What do we do on a retreat day in 
this prison? It is what God does! During 
the year, Maureen, through personal 
contact, has carefully prepared a small 
group of women to be ready to enter into 
a personal and shared reflective retreat 
experience. Using the Emmaus scripture 
passage from Luke’s Gospel (Luke 24: 
13-35), we invite them to share their 
daily prison walk with Jesus — “what 
has been happening these past few days/
months” in their lives. Everything shared 
by everyone is held in strict confidence. 
Confidentiality and trust is critically 
important in prison ministry. This retreat 
group is safe, supportive, and caring.

Understandably, these women look 
forward to this annual retreat together. It 
has been a source of strength and renewed 
hope for them. This loving, caring, 
supportive experience gives them a sense 
of “not being alone” within the brutal 
confines of the prison walls. Listening 
attentively to one another and vulnerably 
sharing their experiences against the 
pattern of the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus has been a tear-filled, profound 
faith experience for all of us. “Didn’t our 
hearts burn within us….”

Through this retreat experience 
over the years they have formed 
supportive, healthy friendships which 
are so important in a stark, brutal prison 
environment. If a definition of community 
is “the achievement of common 
meaning,” this retreat experience has 
given them an experience of a faith 
community through their common 
experience, common reflection, common 
judgments, and common commitment 
to make the best of their present life 
situation. Empowered to use their gifts, 
they remain free in prison!

Have they made poor decisions? Of 
course. Who among us has not? Nathan to 
David: “That man is you.” We are not our 
mistakes! These women are learning and 
growing in very difficult situations. They 
should not be identified by their mistakes 
for the rest of their lives. 

The privilege of being with these 
women has had a profound effect on 
me in so many ways. I respect them for 
the persons they are — women loved 
by God. I relate to them as I imagine 
Jesus would…and does: reverencing 
their person and respecting them as 
women; open and welcoming with no 
pre-judgments! I meet and accept them as 
they are — gifts to me at this time in my 
life. @

Prison Ministry

“WHEN DID WE SEE YOU…?”
Matthew 25: 34–40

By Fr. Gene Merz, SJ

Father Gene Merz, SJ, ministers to imprisoned 
women at Framingham Prison in Massachusetts.

“

Lessons from
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I am Phil the Prophet.” He had a deep 
bass voice accented with a scratchiness 

from an incessant cough. “I come here 
every night and no one is ever here, not 
ever. Please leave.” 

This was how I met Phil the Prophet in 
the fall of 2001 on a park bench in Kansas 
City, Missouri. Phil the Prophet was a 
homeless man. From him I learned about 
the “sacred territories of the destitute,” as 
he put it. Safe places free from disruption 
and danger that he and others claim as 
their own.

From our interactions and subsequent 
friendship, I became impassioned about 
the homeless. And when it came time to 
write about their experiences, it would be 
the voice and spirit of Phil the Prophet I 
drew from. 

In 2004, I co-founded Full Circle 
Theatre Company, an organization 
dedicated to presenting social issues 
through performance. Our first foray 
came in the form of a play, Whispers 
from the Streets. Drawing on interviews 
with hundreds of men and women 
experiencing homelessness, we wrote a 
series of monologues using their words 
and their stories. Our aim was to put 
names to faces that are often overlooked 
or avoided. 

Whispers from the Streets was the first 

of 30 plays Full Circle Theatre Company 
would write and produce in five years, 
always embracing topics of social justice 
to generate a more deepened awareness 
of our world. Some have interpreted my 
use of theatre as giving a voice to the 
voiceless, but I merely make a space 
where voices can be bravely revealed and 
safely listened to. 

In these past five years of my Jesuit 
formation, I have come to recognize 
creating safe and brave spaces as 
integral to my vocation — whether it 
is as a spiritual director on a retreat, 
accompanying male prostitutes on the 
streets of Chicago, through dialogue 
with LGBT+ persons about their faith, 
or wherever I find myself surrounded 
by people. Designing intentional spaces 
was inspired by my experiences as a 
theatre artist. These spaces are essential 
to building communities, moving us from 
strangers to neighbors. We have a chance 
to listen to stories and experiences, 
thoughts, ideas, perspectives, and beliefs. 
And when all these things are in concert 
with each other, we have authenticity. We 
have the Kingdom.  

Phil the Prophet makes an appearance 
in Whispers from Streets. As he did in real 
life, the Prophet sings spirituals in the 
play, interjecting words of revelation:

By the year 2020 ... the whole of the 
world will be homeless; look’n for a 
piece of meat to eat, water to drink, 
shelter from the rain. It’ll be then, in 
that time, you’ll ask for help from the 
likes of me. We appreciate what we got 
and what we don‘t. We can survive.

Phil the Prophet believed he had value 
and something to offer, that he was worth 
paying attention to. That is true for all of 
us. My work as a Jesuit and theatre artist 
invites opportunities for people to hear 
one another to discover our differences, 
our likenesses, and our humanity. At least 
that is my hope and my prayer. @

Creating Brave Spaces
By Damian Torres-Botello, SJ

“

Damian Torres-Botello is a 
Jesuit regent serving as director 
of community outreach for 
the theatre department at the 
University of Detroit Mercy. He 
regularly writes for The Jesuit 
Post at www.thejesuitpost.org.

The cast of Whispers from the Streets (from left) 
Damian Torres-Botello, SJ, Haley Warren, and 
Collen Kilcoyne.

Damian Torres-Botello, SJ, performing in Whispers 
from the Streets at Creighton University in Omaha 
during his 2014 novice long experiment.
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Assignments

Jesuit Community

Fr. Walter Deye, SJ, has been 
named rector of the Cincinnati Jesuit 
Community effective January 1, 2018. 
He previously served as socius of the 
Chicago-Detroit Province.

Fr. James Grummer, SJ, has been 
named superior of the Pontifical 
Gregorian University Jesuit 
Community in Rome and director of 
the Ignatian Spirituality Center at the 
Gregorian University.

Fr. James Lafontaine, SJ, of the  
USA Northeast Province, became 
superior of the Kino Jesuit Community 
in South Dakota on July 31, succeeding 
Fr. Edward Witt, SJ. Fr. Lafontaine 
has served as associate pastor at St. 
Francis Mission since 2016.

Fr. Robert Scullin, SJ, has been 
appointed superior of the Colombiere 
Center Jesuit Community in 
Clarkston, Michigan, succeeding 
Fr. John Libens, SJ. Fr. Scullin 
previously served as pastor of Gesu 
Catholic Church in Detroit.

Fr. James Kubicki, SJ, has been 
appointed president of St. Francis 
Mission on the Rosebud Reservation 
in South Dakota, succeeding Fr. John 
Hatcher, SJ. Fr. Kubicki previously 
served as national director of the 
Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network 
(Apostleship of Prayer).

Mission Schools

Fr. Mark Carr, SJ, became principal 
of Walsh Jesuit High School in 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, this summer. 
Fr. Carr previously served as socius of 
the Wisconsin Province.

Fr. William Blazek, SJ, was 
appointed as the next US national 
director of the Pope’s Worldwide 
Prayer Network (Apostleship of 
Prayer), succeeding Fr. James 
Kubicki, SJ.

Spiritual

Br. Pat Douglas, SJ, became 
regional vocation director for the 
western part of the new USA 
Midwest Jesuit Province. He 
previously served as a regional 
vocation promoter.

Vocations

Fr. Michael Rossmann, SJ, will 
join the vocation team as a vocation 
promoter in January 2018 after 
completing a licentiate in sacred 
theology degree at Boston College 
School of Theology and Ministry.

Fr. Paul Coelho, SJ, of the Kohima 
Region, has returned to Kohima after 
serving as vocation director of the 
Wisconsin Province since 2011. 

What is a Mission?
When a Jesuit first enters 
the Society, he is missioned 
to learn at the novitiate. As a 
Jesuit prepares to go home to 
God, he is missioned to pray 
for the Church and Society. 
A Jesuit’s entire life is an 
intentional act of being sent to 
serve the world for the greater 
glory of God.

To be missioned to a particular 
ministry, such as serving as 
a professor, rector, superior, 
or one of the many other 
assignments Jesuits perform, 
is a core tenant of a Jesuit’s 
identity. Assignments come 
from an ongoing Ignatian 
discernment process between 
the individual Jesuit and 
their superior, but the mission 
ultimately comes from Christ 
himself, the one who was sent 
by the Father. It is by being 
sent that the Jesuit becomes 
the companion of Jesus in 
service of the world, wherever 
the needs are greatest.
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In Memoriam
We give thanks for the following Jesuits who have gone home to God.

Fr. Bernard J. Streicher, SJ
November 11, 1928 – August 17, 2017

“When one first saw Bernie, he was a 
very serious man who hid a dry sense 
of humor and a droll smile. He never 
missed the incongruities of life.”

English teacher, subminister, 
rector, and department chair at 
Saint Ignatius High School in 
Cleveland; English teacher at St. 
John’s Jesuit High School in Toldeo, 
Ohio.

Fr. John “Jack” J. Kenealy, SJ
June 17, 1927 – July 2, 2017

“Father Jack was a true and great 
missionary in the classical sense 
of the word. He loved the people 
of Bihar, India, whom he was sent 
to serve. As an expression of his 
commitment to them, he adopted 
a very simple lifestyle, which he 
maintained to the very end.”

Pastor and assistant pastor of 
Shahpur; assistant pastor of 
Jamalpur (Basuni), Shahpur, and 
Jamalpur (Bariarpur); teacher at 
St. Xavier’s, Jaipur; judge of Patna 
Diocesan Marriage Tribunal; treasurer 
and archivist of Patna Diocese; 
administrator and treasurer of Ara; 
assistant treasurer of Patna Jesuit 
Society.

Br. John F. Buchman, SJ
September 10, 1933 – May 30, 2017

“Known by many as ‘Bucky,’ John 
was a wonderful Jesuit full of 
goodness and kindness. He was 
a hard worker and someone who 
fostered community. In the tradition 
of the great Jesuit brothers, Bucky 
cared for people very well.”

Administrative assistant to the rector, 
house manager, cook, and worked 
in the business office, book store, 
and cafeteria at Brebeuf Jesuit 
Preparatory School and the Brebeuf 
Jesuit Community in Indianapolis; 
cook at Milford Novitiate in Ohio and 
Bellarmine School of Theology in 
North Aurora, Illinois; worked at Loyola 
Youth Retreat Center in Milford, Ohio.

Fr. John “Jack” D. Cuddigan, SJ
December 21, 1929 – May 30, 2017

“Jack was a gifted Jesuit priest. 
During his long years of ministry, 
he moved easily between teaching, 
administration, and pastoral 
ministry.”

History teacher at Creighton 
University in Omaha, Marquette 
University High School in Milwaukee, 
and Gonzaga University in Spokane, 
Washington; academic administrator 
at Rockhurst College in Kansas City, 
Missouri, Wheeling Jesuit University 
in Wheeling, West Virginia, and 
Loyola Marymount University in Los 
Angeles; superintendent of schools 
and director of deferred giving for 
the Diocese of San Diego; pastor of 
Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in 
Mankato, Minnesota.

Fr. Robert W. Leiweke, SJ
December 5, 1927 – April 11, 2017

“Bob was a holy, quiet, competent, 
supportive Jesuit whom people found 
easy to trust and whose advice they 
found unfailingly wise.”

Spiritual director at St. Bonifacius in 
Minnesota, Emmaus in Des Moines, 
the Archdiocese of Omaha, and the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee; founding 
member of Marquette’s Center of 
Ignatian Spirituality; religion teacher 
at Campion Jesuit High School in 
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, and 
Creighton Preparatory School in 
Omaha; rector at Creighton Prep; 
assistant to the rectors of the 
Creighton University and Marquette 
University Jesuit Communities.

Br. William E. Biernatzki, SJ
December 3, 1931 – April 8, 2017

“Bill was a quiet person of a scholarly 
temperament, a good Jesuit who 
worked hard all his life, and a trained 
anthropologist who spent most of his 
years in the Society in cultures quite 
different from his own.”

Teacher and researcher at Sogang 
University in Seoul, South Korea; part 
of Center for Study of Communication 
and Culture in London and St. Louis; 
part of Institute of Jesuit Sources.

Fr. John P. Murphy, SJ
March 10, 1938 – March 14, 2017

“John was a gifted researcher, 
professor, and scholar. He authored 
and edited many books, including 
The Wily Jesuits and the Monita 
Secreta and On the Suppression of 
the Society of Jesus.”

Professor of Latin and Greek, chair 
of the Classics Department, and 
freshmen dean at Loyola University 
Chicago; regional secretary for the 
USA and English-speaking Western 
Europe at the Jesuit Curia in Rome; 
associate pastor of St. Xavier Church 
in Cincinnati; Latin teacher at Loyola 
Academy in Wilmette, Illinois; author 
and editor.

Fr. Charles A. Hofmann, SJ
March 22, 1933 – August 20, 2017

“Chuck was a fairly private man 
but he was an excellent listener 
and always had time for a good 
conversation. He took an interest in 
the activities of his fellow Jesuits 
and was eager to hear what was new 
in their ministries.”

Teacher at Colegio San Jose Arequipa 
in Peru; student counselor at St. 
Xavier High School in Cincinnati; 
clinical psychologist at Loyola 
University Chicago Medical Center, 
Archdiocesan Consultation Services 
in Cincinnati, House of Affirmation 
in San Francisco, John Carroll 
University, Loyola University Chicago, 
Jesuit Institute for Family Life 
Network in Los Altos, California, and 
Faber Jesuit Community in Cincinnati.

To read more about the lives of Jesuits who have gone home to God,  
visit us at www.JesuitsMidwest.Org/Memoriam
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S P I R I T U A L I T Y

Among my favorite authors is the 
Jesuit Fr. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 

(1881-1955)  —  who envisioned human 
beings as collaborators with God in the 
ongoing creation of the world and, at the 
same time, collaborators with Christ in 
the ongoing redemption of the human 
race.

All this was made possible because in 
creating human beings, God endowed us 
with certain talents, skills, and abilities 
— abilities to fashion, to design, to put 
together, to build. This would make 
people creators with a small “c.” To 
create, one needs the necessary materials. 
Sometimes these materials are at hand. At 
other times, they have to be discovered. 

This can take a long time. For example, 
about the turn of the twentieth century, 
steel, oil, and electricity were discovered 
relatively simultaneously. It wasn’t long 
before large skyscrapers began to appear 
in every large city. Cement highways 
came to crisscross the country. The 
old lamplighter was well on his way to 
extinction. 

Not every person is called to build 
planes, trains, or space stations, but every 
person is required to build his or her 
own life (Chardin, Divine Milieu, pages 
60-61). Weaving Chardin’s thoughts into 
a retreat does not detract from it, but can 
greatly enhance it. The same holds true 
for modern physics. 

Finally, each person is given talents, 
skills, abilities, and a certain amount of 
time in which to put his or her life all 
together — physically, intellectually, 
spiritually. That is what life is about. That 
is what a retreat is about. Putting it all 
together. @

By Fr. Ed Sthokal, SJ

Collaborating with God

The Demontreville Jesuit retreat house during 
Fr. Ed Sthokal, SJ’s, 300th retreat as director
Photo: Bob Conroy

Father Ed Sthokal, SJ, is 
a former retreat director at 
Demontreville Jesuit Retreat 
House in Lake Elmo, Minnesota. 
He now resides at a senior Jesuit 
healthcare community.

	n To learn more about Fr. Sthokal’s 
retreat ministry, turn to page 7

	n To learn more about supporting 
Fr. Sthokal and the senior Jesuit 
healthcare communities, see page 8
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Fr. Brian G. Paulson, SJ 
PROVINCIAL 

Jeremy Langford
PROVINCIAL  ASSISTANT FOR ADVANCEMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS

Ben Gartland
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIAL IST

Quentin Maguire
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR COMMUNICATIONS

Kurt Metzler
DESIGNER 

USA MIDWEST PROVINCE

1010 N. Hooker St., Chicago, IL 60642 
(800) 537-3736

Regional Directors of Advancement

Al Bill (Minneapolis/St. Paul) 
abill@jesuits.org | (952) 715-0770

Nora Dabrowski (Detroit) 
ndabrowski@jesuits.org | (773) 368-6399

Jeff Meyrose (Cincinnati/IN/KY) 
jmeyrose@jesuits.org | (513) 751-6688

Dan O’Brien (Milwaukee) 
dobrien@jesuits.org | (773) 975-5755

Jeff Smart (Chicago) 
jsmart@jesuits.org | (773) 975-6920

Joe Sweeney (Chicago/Cleveland) 
jsweeney@jesuits.org | (773) 975-6909

Jeremy Langford (Omaha) 
jlangford@jesuits.org | 773-975-6913

SPECIAL THANKS

Fr. Glen Chun, SJ; Nora 
Dabrowski; Ann Greene; Fr. Doug 
Leonhardt, SJ; Dave McNulty; 
Br. John Moriconi, SJ; Jane Glynn-Nass; 
Dan O’Brien; John Sealey; Becky Sindelar; 
Fr. James Stoeger, SJ

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
WWW.JESUITSMIDWEST.ORG

A D V A N C E M E N T

USA MIDWEST PROVINCE

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT:
Jeff Smart 
jsmart@jesuits.org 
773-975-6920

Pilgrimages with the Midwest Jesuits in 2018

Peru Province – June 15-25

Spiritual leaders: Pat Fairbanks, SJ,  
Kevin Flaherty, SJ, and Matt Garr, SJ

Eastern Africa Province – June, 2018  
(exact dates TBD)

Spiritual leader: Dan O’Hare, SJ

Share Our Spirit
give. share. care.

ROLLOVER YOUR IRA TO SUPPORT 
THE WORK OF THE MIDWEST 
JESUITS.
By taking a distribution from your IRA this year, you 
will likely pay more in taxes and may even reach a 
higher tax bracket. Rolling over part of your IRA’s 
“required minimum distribution” or “RMD” to a 
charity like ours can help reduce your tax bill while 
supporting our cause.

DOUBLE THE BENEFITS!
An IRA charitable rollover gift can benefit both you 
and our mission! Contact your IRA administrator 
to get started with your gift. While you will not 
receive an income tax deduction, you will not pay 
taxes on any distributions made to us. Please also 
inform us of your plans so that we use your gift for 
the causes that mean the most to you.

For more information contact Jeff Smart at  
773-975-6920 or jsmart@jesuits.org. 

The best year-end giving plans make a difference in the lives of others and can improve your own financial 
and/or tax situation — often right away. Consider an immediate gift, a gift from your individual retirement 
account, or a charitable gift annuity.

Visit our website to research the ways you can help Share Our Spirit with a year-end gift.  
www.jesuitsmidwest.org/supportus 

If you are ready to talk now — please contact Jeff Smart at 773-975-6920 or jsmart@jesuits.org. 

Midwest Jesuits and colleagues are immersed in a variety of interna-

tional projects. We participate in twinning relationships, or convenios, 

with Jesuit provinces in Eastern Africa, Kohima (Northeast India), and 

Peru. Twinning emphasizes a cross-cultural, two-way partnership that 

includes financial support and, more importantly, apostolic, formation, 

and educational exchanges across provinces.

The Peru Province is a sister province of the 
USA Midwest Jesuits
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USA MIDWEST JESUITS  

LENTEN DAYS OF PRAYER – SAVE THE DATE
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Gardens, FL
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Cleveland, OH

Omaha, NE  

4
Scottsdale, AZ 
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Detroit, MI

18
Cincinnati, OH

Chicago, IL

February March

“Jesuits never truly retire and prayer is an 
integral part of their lives. So, when a Jesuit 

reaches the age where he requires living 
assistance, he receives a special mission  

to pray for the Church and Society.”

— Fr. Brian Paulson, SJ

LEARN MORE ON PAGE 8


